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The Honorable Senator Mike Crapo
239 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington D.C., 20510

The Honorable Larry Craig, Chairman
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Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
364 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

. Re: The Owyhee Initiative, S, 3794
September 21%, 2006

Dear Senators,

I am writing in support of the Owyhee Initiative on behalf of American
Whitewater. American Whitewater is a national non-profit orpanization dedicated to
protecting and restoring our nation’s whitewater resources, while enhancing opportunities
to enjoy them safely. Our organization is supported by over 6,800 active members and
110 affiliate clubs, which represent an estimated 80,000 citizens nationwide. Qur
members are primarily non-commercial, whitewater paddlers, many of whom live in
Idaho o travel to Idaho for the purpose of whitewater boating.

Our members will travel great distances to traverse wild river canyons like those
found on the Owyhee, Bruneau, and Jarbridge rivers. When adequate flows exist, these
rivers offer spectacular recreational opportunities for paddlers seeking adventure and
stunning scenery. Indeed, these rivers and their canyons are among Idaho®s — and the
entire country’s - premiere whitewater boating destinations.

American Whitewater staff, volunteers, and members have closely followed the
process that lead to the final Owyhee Initiative Agreement and its respective bill in the
Senate. We are deeply impressed with both the process and the result. The Owyhee
Initiative is an ambitious endeavor that, if successful, will result in the protection of
natural resources and recreational opportunities that are of critical importance to our
membership. Both Wildemess and Wild and Scenic designations directly benefit



whitewater paddlers by protecting the places and experiences we find most valuable. We
are deeply appreciative of your efforts in taking this issue to the Senate.

While we support S. 3794 and the process that lead to its development, we do
have two significant concerns with the legislation as currently drafted,

First and foremost, we understand that there are about 50 miles of rivers proposed
for Wild and Scenic designation that would lic outside proposed wilderness areas and
would have no protective corridor, We ask that the boundaries of the proposed Wild and
Sceni¢ river reaches that are not in proposed Wilderness be expanded to standard widths.
In this manner the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act will be able to function as intended, and
the rivers’ outstanding remarkable values will be protected for fiture penerations.

Secondly, for rivers found inside proposed wilderness areas, we believe the Wild
and Scenic boundaries are too limited to protect the full suite of outstanding remarkable
values as required by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. A simple solution to this problem
would be to change the boundaries to the typical 1/4 mile limit on either side of the river, -
or Jimit the outstanding remarkable values of designation to 1) adequate flows for
recreation and ecological functions, and 2) the free flowing nature of the rivers. In this
manner the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act can protect instream flows and protect against
dam building, while the Wilderness Act can protect the canyons themselves. The option
of expanding the boundaries of the Wild and Scenic corridor would be preferable 10 us,
but may not work for other stakeholders.

With preat respect for the process that has lead to the Owyhee Initiative and the
many stakeholders that participated in this process, we ask that you seek to remedy these
concerns with the involvement of those stakeholders. Your leadership and support of the
Owyhee Initiative is greatly appreciated by those of us who treasure paddling wild rivers.
Protecting these places for future generations is a legacy for all of those involved and
indeed a legacy for the incredible state of Idaho. On behalf of American Whitewater and
our members, thank you for your support.of the Owyhee Initiative.

Sincerely,
Kevin Colburn

National Stewardship Director





